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nightmares, to such an extent that when he became a member
of Parliament he offered inflexible opposition to punishment
by flogging in the army and navy* The story was that a rebel
in the Rebellion of 1798, was arrested by English soldiers
and sentenced by a court-martial to be whipped to death*
The lashes were inflicted, not on the man's back, as was
commonly done, but on his belly, and the poor wretch,
shrieking with agony, fell bleeding and lacerated to the
ground and died* This horrible scene had been witnessed
by an old lodge-keeper at Avondale, who must many times have
told the story of it to the young boy from " the big house/*
It was a story which could not fail to affect the thoughts of a
sensitive lad who detested cruelty of all sorts, whether to
animals or to men*
When he was six years old, his father resolved to send him
to an English school, partly because he wished him to learn
something of English life, partly to put him into a quieter
and less nervous environment than he had at home, and
partly to separate him from his elder brother, whose stammer-
ing he was so dangerously imitating* The school selected
for him was at Yeovil, in Somersetshire, and he was
admitted to it as a great favour, for it was a girls* school, and
not even little boys were accepted there as pupils* He dis-
liked being sent to this school, because " it was not manly "
for a boy to be at a school for girls, but he went to it with the
intention of making himself master of the place* He seems
to have been happy here, for the principal, Miss Marly,
became attached to him, and nursed him, during his second
term, through an illness of typhoid fever* His intention
to domineer over the girl pupils was frustrated by them, for
they all made love to him, and, as he told his brother after-
wards, " bothered him out of his life/* His turbulence of
temper seemed to subside at Yeovil* He got good conduct
marks, and when he returned to Avondale his family observed
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